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Autistic Asperger
Feature Disorder Disorder
Age at recognition (mo) 0-36 Usually =36
Sex ratio Ms>F MsF
Loss of skills Variable Usually not
Social skills Very poor Poor
Communication skills Usually poor Fair

Circumscribed interests Variable Marked (facts)
(mechanical)

Family history of Sometimes Frequent

similar problems

Seizure disorder Common Uncommon

Head growth slows No No

IQ) range Severe ID to Mild ID ta
normal normal

Ourcome Poor to good Fair to good

Childhood Pervasive
Rett Disintegrative Developmental
Disorder Disorders Disorder-NOS
5-30 =24 Variable
Fs>M M=F M=>F
Marked Marked Usually not
Varies with Very poor Variable

age

Very poor Very poor Poor to good
NA NA Variable
Not usually No Unknown
Frequent Common Uncommon
Yes No No
Severe [D Severe [D Severe ID to normal
Very poor Very poor Fair to good

ID, intellecrual disabiliry; NA, not applicable; NOS, nar otherwise specified.

Adapted from Volkmar FR, Cohen I: Nonautistic pervasive developmental disorders. In Michaels R, Cooper AM, Guze SB, et al {eds): Psychiatry. Philadelphia,

Lippincott-Raven, p 4.
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Table 1-2 DSM-IV/DSM-IV-TR Diagnostic Criteria for 299.00 Autistic Disorder

A. A total of six (or more) items from 1,2, and 3, with two from 1 and at least one each from 2

and 3 :

1. Qualitative impairment in social interaction , manifested by at least two of the following:
a) Marked impairment in the use of multiple nonverbal behaviors, such as
eye-to-eye gaze, facial expression , body postures , and gestures , to
regulate social interaction
b) Failure to develop peer relationship appropriate to developmental level
c) Lack of spontaneous seeking to share enjoyment , interests , or
achievements with other people (e.g., by lack of showing , bringing , or
pointing out objects of interests)
d) Lack of social or emotional reciprocity
2. Qualitative impairment in communication , as manifested by at least

two of the following:

a) Delay in total lack of the development of spoken language

( not

accompanied by an attempt to compensate through alternative modes of
communication , such as gesture of mime )

b) In individuals with adequate speech , marked impairment in the ability to
initiate or sustain a conversation with others

c) Stereotyped and repetitive use of language or idiosyncratic language

d) Lack of varied , spontaneous make-believe or social imitative play

appropriate to developmental level
3. Restrictive, repetitive , and stereotypic patterns of behavior ,
and activities , as manifested by at least two of the following:

a) Encompassing preoccupation with one or more stereotypic patterns of
interest that is abnormal in intensity of focus

b) Apparently inflexible adherence to specific nonfunctional routines or
rituals

c) Stereotypic and repetitive motor mannerisms (e.g., hand or finger flapping ,
twisting or complex entire-body movements)

d) Persistent preoccupation with parts of objects

B. Delays or abnormal functioning occurs in at least one of the following areas, with onset
before age 3 years : (1) social interaction , (2) language as used in social communication , or

(3) symbolic or imaginative play.

C. The disturbance is not better accounted for by Rett's disorder or childhood disintegrative

disorder.

(From American Psychiatric Association . Diagnostic and statistical manual disorders, 4™ edn .
Washington , DC: American Psychiatric Association , 1994)
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ADHD Rating Scale — IV
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